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Worst aquatic weeds in South Africa 

Red water fern 
Azolla filiculoides 

Kariba weed 
Salvinia molesta 

tŀǊǊƻǘΩǎ ŦŜŀǘƘŜǊ 
Myriophyllum aquaticum 

Water lettuce 
Pistia stratiotes 

Water hyacinth 
Eichhornia crassipes 



Historical localities 



Why survey?  
ÅFirst biocontrol agents 

released in early 1970s 
ïwhere are they now? 

ÅEstablish a 
comprehensive database 

ÅIncludes:  
ïall known records of 

aquatic weeds  

ïall known releases of 
control agents, dates of 
release and establishment 

ïestimates of spread 

ÅData analyses 

ÅData available and 
accessible (www) 

 

 



2008-2012 

>350 sites  

Rhodes University Aquatic Weed Programme 



Data collected 

ÅGPS co-ordinates, locality name, contact person 

ÅSize of water body 

ÅType of water body 

ÅAquatic weed species present/absent 

ï% cover, water hyacinth plant parameters 

ÅControl agents present/absent 

ï% damage 

ÅOther aquatic plant species present/absent 

ÅOther methods of control 

ÅFixed point photographs 



2008 - 240 sites sampled 
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Orpen Dam, 

KNP January 

2008 



January 2010 

ÅFloating aquatic weeds are excellent targets for biological control 
ÅWeevils (Coleoptera) prove to be most effective agents 
ÅControl exerted by 1 species only (except water hyacinth) 



January 2007 

Mbozambo Swamp 

KZN 





January 2009 

Mbozambo Swamp 

KZN 



Over the last 5 years, there has been an 
increase in other invasive aquatic species 

Myriophyllum  

spicatum 

Hydrilla  

verticillata 
Egeria 

densa 

Lythrum 

salicaria 

Sagittaria 

platyphylla 
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