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What is land & biodiversity stewardship?
• Land stewardship is an ancient concept which refers to the wise use,
management and protection of land that has been entrusted to an
owner/user
• Biodiversity stewardship is an approach to securing land in
biodiversity priority areas through entering into agreements with
private and communal landowners
• Land reform stewardship occurs where land reform owners or users
of communal land voluntarily agree to secure and sustain the natural
resources of their land

Biodiversity stewardship in South Africa (Cont.)
• Biodiversity stewardship is voluntary and cannot be forced
upon a landowner/user.
• Biodiversity stewardship contributes to several goals:
–
–
–
–
–
–

Conserving a representative sample of biodiversity
Involving landowners as custodians of biodiversity
Contributing to the rural economy
Investing in ecological infrastructure
Contributing to climate change adaptation and mitigation
Supporting sustainable development

Biodiversity stewardship programmes in South Africa
• Voluntary commitment between landowners/users and
government conservation agencies (and possibly conservation
NGOs
• Legally binding agreements should only be developed on sites of
high biodiversity value
• Its implementation has occurred from the bottom up through
partnerships between landowners, conservation NGOs and
conservation agencies

Biodiversity Agreement e.g. & some familiar faces 

Rationale for the LRBSI
• Land reform projects in S.A are often not successful due to
a lack of post-settlement support…
• To demonstrate that conservation can work hand in hand
with land reform and support rural livelihoods, both major
priorities of government
• LRBSI provides a strategy to address the inequalities &
injustices that the majority of South Africans were
subjected to in the recent past

LRBSI Objectives

LRBSI initiated in 2008/09 by DEA, DRDLR & SANBI to respond
to specific challenges facing conservation in land reform areas
and had two broad objectives, i.e.:
• To establish a network of learning & community of practice
regarding land reform/communal lands and biodiversity
stewardship between the land and conservation sectors
across the country, and
• To demonstrate the successful delivery of both socioeconomic and conservation benefits at a project level

LRBSI Objectives (Cont.)
• REALITY CHECK – historical injustices underpinned by discriminatory
land legislation fractured communities, destroyed their relationship
with their land, undermined traditional landownership and use
patterns, deepened poverty and created yawning caverns between
conservationists and disenfranchised local communities
• The country faces an ongoing challenge of simultaneously remedying
the racial injustices of the past, alleviating widespread poverty,
conserving the nation’s rich yet rapidly dwindling natural resources
and grappling with the effects of climate change
• In an effort to overcome these challenges, govt. has introduced broad
legal reforms in the land and conservation sectors. LRBSI enables us
to dispel the conservation Vs. land or development perceived
dichotomy

LRBSI links to the National Dev. Agenda & NDP
• The NDP acknowledges poverty reduction as a long-term
challenge that involves difficult trade-offs, especially if the
imperative of shifting to an environmentally sustainable
development path is taken seriously
• NDP argues that successful land reform must be linked to rural
job creation and rising agricultural production in an inclusive
rural economy
• The NDP also raises legitimate concerns about the capacity of
the state to implement ambitious policies, and highlights the
importance of ‘shifting from a paradigm of entitlement to a
development paradigm that promotes the development of
capabilities, the creation of opportunities and the participation
of all citizens’

NDP on LRBSI

“The Department of Environmental Affairs, together with related
departments such as Agriculture and Rural Development, should
investigate the socio-economic implications and policy requirements of a
system for requiring commensurate investment in community
development and the protection of ecosystem services to mitigate
environmental and social impacts of development.”

Learning exchange take home
Given this background
• Platforms such as the LRBSI LE 2015 – provide for an
exchange of information and dialogue that focuses on
building on positive elements & areas of common ground

• A powerful tool to amplify our efforts on land reform,
stewardship & rural development
• Build capacity to catalyse a biodiversity based economy in
land reform
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