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Mandates
•

South Africa became a country participant in GBIF in 2003

•

•

The SABIF was established by ministerial resolution. A
decision was made by the DST that being a member of the
GBIF would assist South Africa in meeting the national
need to :
– develop a stronger network of biodiversity
informatics professionals (training and capacity
development),
–
to develop the science of biodiversity informatics
and to
– expedite the dissemination of biodiversity data for
the greater good of the country.

The South African National Biodiversity Institute was
established under the National Environmental Management
Act, No. 10 of 2004. This act places a strong responsibility on
SANBI to monitor and report to the Minister on (and
amongst others),
– status of the Republic’s biodiversity;

•

“Collect, generate, process, coordinate and disseminate
information about biodiversity and sustainable use of
indigenous biological resources and maintain databases”.

•

The Biodiversity Information Management Directorate was
established, in response to NEMBA, and coordinates the
BIM needs of the organisation and its partners.

•

As a knowledge-based organisation, biodiversity information
is the key resource which drive research and innovation,
inform planning and policy development processes, informs
decisions and is the basis to evaluate progress and impact.

•

DST thus made a decision to fund GBIF-related activities,
which ultimately became linked to the government’s
mandate to develop a ten-year innovation plan, which
strives to drive the transformation of South Africa’s
economy from a resource-based economy to a knowledgebased economy, in which production and dissemination of
knowledge leads to economic benefits.

SABIF:Key objectives and strengths through its
network of Partners:

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Data mobilisation through a funded process (> R1m / yr)
Dedicated staff capacity
Capacity building initiatives (implementation of a strategy)
Growing networks in BIM – awareness raising and outreach (through
the BIMF)
Regional engagement and leadership
Promoting data sharing through implementation of data standards
Node has become institutionalised
In 2012 a process was initiated by DST to integrate its Biodiversity
Programmes into a more coherent framework, to ensure that relevant data
would be available for decision makers (FBIP)

11,665,938 biodiversity records are served via the SABIF /SANBI-GBIF Node
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Provides Legal guidelines on managing biodiversity
information, which strives to ensure easy access to
information whilst simultaneously providing protection
to sensitive data and maintaining intellectual property
rights.

Way Ahead
•

SANBI has a number of systems and tools in place to support its biodiversity information needs and responsibilities, for the
country.

•

Workflows and standards will continue to be in place to continue data mobilization processes, which will feed into the NBA.

•

Biodiversity Advisor provides access to data and content through SANBI’s information systems. More recently a shared national
vision for an innovative information architecture has been developed, and will evolve into Biodiversity Advisor 2. This
integrated architecture will more easily respond to policy imperatives relating to mining and industry, agriculture, energy etc.

•

It is therefore important that our biodiversity information is managed as a strategic asset that will leverage shared value to
South Africa in supporting sustainable decisions towards the broader national developmental objectives.

