BIODIVERSITY AND THE SDG
AGENDA

Aichi Biodiversity Targets

Presentation Outline
 Overview of SDGs
 Opportunities for biodiversity sector in

domestication processes
 The Work ahead
 Key points to take home…..

Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services in a
green economy

Source: Johan Rockstrom & Pavan Sukhdev, “EAT”, Stockholm 2016
https://stockholmuniversity.box.com/s/qg1d4xmahk3n2rjl2dj1x0do4y7t1ju4

Mainstreaming Biodiversity into the SDG
Agenda
• SDGs are complex and
integrated
• Implies the need to
manage trade‐offs and
maximise synergies
across targets
• Opportunity to
mainstream biodiversity

Mainstreaming Biodiversity into the SDG
Agenda
•

•
•

•

•

Slow progress in achieving
Strategic Plan for Biodiversity
2011‐2020
SDGs are an opportunity for
biodiversity
Promote changes in socio‐
economic development models
that currently affect biodiversity
the most
Biodiversity integration into value
and commodity chains at global
level
Sustainable production, trade and
consumption must be key
priorities

Domestication of the SDGs
• 17 Goals, 169 Targets and 231 Indicators
• Government approach foster ownership of
development across society
• Requires the sector to:
– reinvent itself
– adopt new approaches that break down silos
– welcome innovation and inclusivity

Domestication of the SDGs
• Means:
–
–
–
–
–
–

Mainstreaming
Taming
Landing
Bringing it home
Acceptance
Blending

Domestication of the SDGs
• There is significant mainstreaming of environmental dimension of
SDGs in SA’s NDP and other government programmes.
• Medium Term Strategic Framework
– Outcome 7
– Outcome 10
• National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan
– National Biodiversity Framework
• key issues underpinning both the SDGs and NDP is the necessity for
an integrated approach to development that incorporates all
sectors of society and fosters a mindset of ownership

Localisation of the SDGs
•

•

Means dropping down and/or
landing below national spatial
levels/scales (including
companies and even households)
Ensuring our spatial plans and
strategies incorporate and
integrate the policy imperatives
of the SDGs

Institutional
framework

Accountability
mechanism
Policy and
regulatory
framework

Target
15.1

Description

Official Indicators

By 2020, ensure the conservation, restoration and
sustainable use of terrestrial and inland freshwater
ecosystems and their services, in particular forests,
wetlands, mountains and drylands, in line with obligations
under international agreements

Forest area as a percentage of total
land area
Protected area coverage
Protected Area Coverage of Key
Biodiversity Areas
Protected Area Coverage of
Ecoregions

15.2

By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable
management of all types of forests, halt deforestation,
restore degraded forests and substantially increase
afforestation and reforestation globally.

15.3

By 2030, combat desertification, restore degraded land
and soil, including land affected by desertification, drought
and floods, and strive to achieve a land degradation‐
neutral world.

Land cover (vegetative land cover)
Land productivity or functioning of
the land (land productivity
dynamics);
Carbon stocks above and below
ground (soil organic carbon (SOC)
stock).

15.4

By 2030, ensure the conservation of mountain ecosystems,
including their biodiversity, in order to enhance their
capacity to provide benefits that are essential for
sustainable development.

Protected area coverage
Protected Area Coverage of Key
Biodiversity Areas

Target

Description

15.5

Take urgent and significant action to reduce the
degradation of natural habitats, halt the loss of
biodiversity and, by 2020, protect and prevent the
extinction of threatened species.

15.6

Ensure fair and equitable sharing of the
benefits arising from the utilization of genetic
resources and promote appropriate access to
such resources.

15.7

Take urgent action to end poaching and
trafficking of protected species of flora and
fauna and address both demand and supply of
illegal wildlife products.

15.8

By 2020, introduce measures to prevent the
introduction and significantly reduce the
impact of invasive alien species on land and
water ecosystems and control or eradicate the
priority species.

15.9

By 2020, integrate ecosystem and biodiversity
values into national and local planning,
development processes, poverty reduction
strategies and accounts.

Official Indicators
Red List Index

Number of Parties to the CBD
that have deposited the
instrument of ratification,
acceptance, approval or
accession of the Nagoya
Protocol

Proportion of countries
adopting relevant national
legislation and adequately
resourcing the prevention or
control of invasive alien
species

Target

Description

Official Indicators

15.a:

Mobilize and significantly increase financial
resources from all sources to conserve and
sustainably use biodiversity and ecosystems.

Official development
assistance and public
expenditure on conservation
and sustainable use of
biodiversity and ecosystems

Mobilize significant resources from all sources
and at all levels to finance sustainable forest
management and provide adequate incentives
to developing countries to advance such
management, including for conservation and
reforestation.

Official development
assistance and public
expenditure on conservation
and sustainable use of
biodiversity and ecosystems

15.b:

Target 15.c:

Enhance global support for efforts to combat
poaching and trafficking of protected species,
including by increasing the capacity of local
communities to pursue sustainable livelihood
opportunities

The work ahead

• Define the national indicators for Target 15 and
integrate into planning regime – if its not documented
somewhere no resources allocated
• Determine baselines
• Data, data, data (administrative, scientific, statistical,
analytical, assessments, surveys) – informed by
evidence strategy
• Partnerships
• Public Awareness and Stakeholder engagements
• Policy Coherence and certainty
• Strengthen data and management mechanism for
monitoring, evalution and reporting – everyone has a
role

The Case for Biodiversity and the SDG
Agenda
• Potential role of biodiversity economy in
addressing comprehensive rural development
– wildlife, ecotourism, bioprospecting,
Working for programmes
• GDP of the poor – Ecological infrastructure,
natural capital
• Balancing biodiversity conservation and
sustainable use can lead to higher
productivity, more efficient resource use, and
long‐term viability of resources.

Key Messages
• Importance of reliable data – Planning forum
needs to provide evidence base for monitoring
over time
• Biodiversity planners as agents of change – SDG
domestication process is opportunity for
biodiversity sector to be at forefront of that
process
• Making the case for biodiversity – build on what
progress we have made in NDP
• SDGs are not a replacement of the MDGs; rather
they present an expanded 15 years development
agenda (2016‐2030) whose battle cry is:

Key Messages
• LET NO ONE BE LEFT BEHIND, and already, many South
Africans are being left behind.
• REAL SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (weak vs strong
sustainability)
• OPPORTUNITY for innovative financing
• PROVIDING EVIDENCE for making an even bigger case
(continuous process to remain relevant)
• INTEGRATE PROCESSES – central repository
MEAs

IPBES

UNEA

Climate
adaptation
IPCC

Education

Economic
growth

Job
creation

Food
security&
Healthcare

