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Data Sharing Between SANBI and Partners
Fatima Parker-Allie

Insert partner logos here

human wellbeing
improved service delivery
job creation
harnessing biodiversity value
investment in ecological infrastructure
ecosystem-based adaptation to climate change
streamlined environmental decision-making

FOUNDATIONS OF BIODIVERSITY:
collections| taxonomy | inventory | maps | classification
of ecosystems and species

HUMAN CAPITAL
DEVELOPMENT

BUILDING BIODIVERSITY KNOWLEDGE:
assessments | status | trends | monitoring | modelling

GARDENS

WHAT WE DO

SCIENCE INTO POLICY / ACTION:
information | planning | policy advice | models | tools

SANBI is a dedicated national biodiversity institution that bridges science, knowledge, policy
and implementation. SANBI’s value chain operates across the divisions.
It builds from a foundation of basic scientific information to create assessments and monitoring
2
that can influence policy and contribute to government objectives

Biodiversity Data as a Strategic Asset
•

The South African National Biodiversity Institute was established under the National Environmental
Management Act, No. 10 of 2004. This act places a strong responsibility on SANBI to monitor and
report to the Minister on (and amongst others),
– the status of the Republic’s biodiversity;
– the status of all listed invasive species;
– the conservation of all listed and threatened or protected species;
– the coordination and promotion of the taxonomy of South Africa’s biodiversity

•

One of SANBI’s very clear mandates are to “Collect, generate process, coordinate and disseminate
information about biodiversity and sustainable use of indigenous biological resources and
maintain databases”.

•

As a knowledge-based organisation, biodiversity information is the key resource which drive
research and innovation, inform planning and policy development processes, informs decisions and
is the basis to evaluate progress and impact.

•

It is therefore important that our biodiversity information is managed as a strategic asset that will
leverage shared value to South Africa in supporting sustainable decisions towards the broader
national developmental objectives.

policy
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South Africa’s Contribution to GBIF

12 month report ending dec’16

SA became a GBIF Participant in 2003

Data about SA : > 23m

Data from SA > 20m

Harmonising Data Management in SA
SANBI plays a role in harmonising BI management practices between SANBI and its partners.

It meets this mandates through the adopted a “managed network” institutional model which
consist of partner organisations, institutions and bodies with whom SANBI has (or should
have) formal agreements that contribute towards delivering on its mandate to conserve
biodiversity.
The ultimate aim is to encourage greater efficiency in the use of scarce fiscal resources, to
improve sharing of information and knowledge, and to harness South Africa’s Biodiversity
capacity towards the goals of the Biodiversity Act, NBSAP and the NBF, which all contribute
towards the Convention on Biological Diversity.
The Biodiversity Information Management Forum also encourages further harmonisation of
Biodiversity Informatics activities in the country.

Policy Context
 SA has addressed the issue of open access to data as far back as 2000, in the form
of the Promotion of Access to Information Act.
 PAIA - publicly funded institutions are legally bound to make their data accessible.
 2010: SANBI Biodiversity Information Policy Framework was developed, which
strives to ensure easy access to information whilst simultaneously providing
protection to sensitive data and maintaining intellectual property rights.

 Through this act (PAIA) and the use of the policy framework, we have a context to
share data and encourage the harmonising of biodiversity information management
between institutions in a more holistic and integrated manner.

Policy and Legislation
At a more global level, Open access to Information has also
been addressed as a collective of 34 governments
including South Africa - OECD/CST Science, Technology and
Innovation for the 21st Century, 29-30 Jan 2004
The OECD (Organization for Economic and Co-operative
Governance) declared their commitment to Openness:
balancing the interests of open access to data to increase
the quality and efficiency of research and innovation with
the need for restriction of access in some instances to
protect social, scientific and economic interests.

• With SANBI’s move towards a biodiversity informatics institution and its strong data
driven approach, it is imperative that the information is governed in a coordinated manner.
• Historically, agreements were managed independently across directorates, programmes
and initiatives, which meant efforts were less coordinated.
• A New DSA has been developed to enable Data Sharing Between SANBI and Partners
• It is now intended to have one standard agreement per institution, with the annexures to
be updated.
• Old agreements will systematically be replaced by these new agreements, which will go
through a prioritization process.

TERMS OF USE OF DATA
This Agreement provides for 3 (three) categories of non-exclusive use of the Data shared by the
Data Provider to SANBI. This includes:
1. Use of the Data by SANBI (not sharing)
The Data Provider provides the Data/Dataset to SANBI for use for any present or future purposes
in support of its aforesaid mandate in terms of NEMBA
2. Hosting/serving the Data through SANBI platforms and portals (1° the Biodiversity Advisor)
The Data Provider provides the Dataset to SANBI for SANBI to use for any present or future
purposes for free and open dissemination by SANBI
3. Hosting through SANBI and allowing SANBI to publish the Data to other portals
The Data Provider provides the Dataset to SANBI for SANBI to use for any present or future
purposes for free and open dissemination by SANBI. The Data Provider further authorises SANBI
to share Datasets, in full, in part and/or in combination with other datasets with other third
party research infrastructures or data portals on behalf of the Data Provider
 The Data Provider agrees that in the event that SANBI publishes the Data through the GBIF
data portal, it agrees to being a SANBI-GBIF data publisher as a result.

A number of consideration are addressed
• Access to Sensitive Data will be restricted, in line with SANBI’s
policy on Digital Access to Sensitive Taxon Data
• Attribution and licensing – the DP is required to indicate the
license for the data to be shared– CC0 or CC-BY – here, the
obligation is on the User to provide due attribution to the
Data Owner.
• POPI – Protection of Personal Information

Requirements of DP
Metadata
• Metadata needs to be completed by the DP (licensing and sensitive
data should be indicated in the metadata)
• A metadata template will be provided by SANBI to the DP
Data requirements and standards
• To align with international accepted standards, the Darwin Core
standard will be adopted. Information on Darwin Core is available
on the Biodiversity Information Standards (TDWG) website.
• This will ensure that minimum requirements are met, crossreferencing and interoperability is possible and ultimately for enduser data comparability
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