BIODIVERSITY STEWARDSHIP CONTRIBUTION TO
PROTECTED AREA TARGETS

National Biodiversity Stewardship
Conference 2018

Biodiversity and Conservation

WHAT IS BIODIVERSITY STEWARDSHIP?
Biodiversity stewardship is an approach
to securing land in biodiversity priority areas
through entering into agreements with private
and communal landowners, led by
conservation authorities
Conservation NGOs often play a key supporting
role

NATIONAL PLANS & STRATEGIES

PRIORITY OUTCOMES – PRESIDENTIAL
DELIVERY AGREEMENT
1.

Quality basic education;

2.

A long and healthy life for all South Africans;

3.

All people in South Africa are and feel safe;

4.

Decent employment through inclusive growth;

5.

A skilled and capable workforce to support an inclusive growth path;

6.

An efficient, competitive and responsive economic infrastructure network;

7.

Vibrant, equitable, sustainable rural communities contributing towards food security for all;

8.

Sustainable human settlements and improved quality of household life;

9.

Responsive, accountable, effective and efficient local government;

10. Protect and enhance our environmental assets and natural resources;
11. Create a better South Africa and contribute to a better Africa and a better world;
12. An efficient, effective and development-oriented public service;
13. A comprehensive, responsive and sustainable social protection system; and
14. A diverse, socially cohesive society with a common national identity.

OUTCOME 10 INDICATORS FOR
BIODIVERSITY AND CONSERVATION
1.

Number of hectares in the conservation estate;

2.

Number of biodiversity stewardship sites;

3.

Percentage of area of state managed protected areas assessed with a METT score
above 67%;

4.

Number of legislative tools to ensure the protection of species and ecosystems
developed and implemented;

5.

Number of country positions prepared for multilateral agreements approved; and

6.

Number of environmentally significant areas identified and published for
restriction from mining activities.

OUTCOME 10 INDICATORS FOR
BIODIVERSITY AND CONSERVATION
Aichi Target 11:
By 2020, at least 17% of terrestrial and inland water areas and 10% of coastal
and marine areas, especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity
and ecosystem services, are conserved through effectively and equitably
managed, ecologically representative and well connected systems of
protected areas and other effective area-based conservation measures, and
integrated into the wider landscape and seascape.
2014 – 2019 MTSF TARGET:
13.2% of land under conservation (16, 492, 882 ha /121, 991, 200ha)
What’s been achieved so far?
• 12.7% of land under conservation
• (15, 492, 882 ha / 121, 991, 200ha)

• Developed by
SANBI at the
request of DEA
• Approved by
MINMEC in May
2015

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE BDS
BUSINESS CASE
1.

BDS programmes in conservation authorities should be
sufficiently and sustainably resourced - NB: detailed
requirements for individual provinces need to be worked out
2. Partnerships between BDS programmes and NGOs should
continue to be strengthened
3. Land reform BDS sites should receive specific support
4. Suitable incentives to support uptake and effective
management of BDS sites should be further developed
5. BDS programmes should have suitable enabling support from
DEA and SANBI
6. The community of practice for BDS should be strengthened
and expanded

BROADER GOALS OF BDS
1. Conserving a representative sample of biodiversity
2. Involving landowners as custodians of biodiversity
3. Contributing to the rural economy

4. Investing in ecological infrastructure
5. Contributing to climate change adaptation and
mitigation

6. Mechanism identified for securing Offsets
7. Supporting sustainable development

Increasing landowner commitment to conservation

Increasing support from conservation authority

Increasing biodiversity importance

TPYES OF AGREEMENTS
Nature Reserve
Protected Areas Act

Protected Environment
Protected Areas Act

Biodiversity
Management
Agreement
Biodiversity Act

Biodiversity Agreement
contract law

Biodiversity Partnership
Area
Non-binding

• Biodiversity Stewardship
agreements for
Protected
protected areas only
areas
created in biodiversity
(NEMPAA)
priority areas,
systematically identified
at provincial and national
Conservation scale
areas
(NEMBA) • Land ownership and
management
responsibility remains
with the landowners,
with support from state
and NGOs
• Annual auditing by the
conservation authority

WHAT HAVE WE ACHIEVED SO FAR?
• Biodiversity stewardship began as a pilot in 2003 in a single
province.
• By March 2018, provincial biodiversity stewardship programmes
had secured just over 540 00 ha through the creation of 94
protected areas with long-term security
• Last financial year BDS contributed approximately 107854 ha to the
National Protected Areas Expansion Strategy – from Majority
Provinces
• A further 300 000 ha (approx.) currently in the process of being
declared according to DEA’s Protected and Conservation Areas
(PACA) Database

WHAT HAVE WE ACHIEVED SO FAR?
107854 ha + hectares of
Biodiversity
stewardship sites were
declared, that’s just over
a third of the size of
Kruger National Park

LAND OWNERSHIP

BDS: ROLE IN PROTECTED AREA
EXPANSION

BDS: ROLE IN PROTECTED AREA
EXPANSION
BDS – key mechanism for
protected area expansion

BDS – Cost effective

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
“The Department of Environmental Affairs and South African National
Biodiversity Institute should implement the protected areas expansion
strategy and promote the biodiversity stewardship programme to
build conservation partnerships around privately-owned land.
National Treasury should introduce incentives to protect and
rehabilitate ecosystems, such as rebates and tax reductions.

The Department of Environmental Affairs, together with related
departments such as Agriculture and Rural Development, should
investigate the socio-economic implications and policy requirements
of a system for requiring commensurate investment in community
development and the protection of ecosystem services to mitigate
environmental and social impacts of development.”
(NDP 2030)

KEY CHALLENGES





Ensuring sufficient funding and human capacity for the provincial
Biodiversity Stewardship programmes
 To secure more land through Biodiversity Stewardship
 To continue to provide technical support to participating landowners into
the future
 Development and alternative land use pressure
 Sustainable financing
Increased support to landowners
 Post declaration support in – eg. Fire breaks, fences and M&E
Political will and high-level interventions
 High level support and understanding of the importance of BDS in not
just biodiversity conservation , but for over-all human well-being and
livelihoods.
 Need to accelerate the signing of declaration notices by MEC’s

ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION
•

Provincial Biodiversity Stewardship programmes should be sufficiently resourced according
to their specific needs

•

Partnerships between provincial biodiversity stewardship programmes and NGOs should
continue to be strengthened.

•

Land reform biodiversity stewardship sites should receive additional support, given the
complexity of creating and supporting these agreements.

•

Suitable incentives to support the uptake, effective management of sites and long-term
commitment of landowners to biodiversity stewardship should continue to be invested in.

•

Biodiversity stewardship programmes should have suitable national support from DEA and
SANBI, especially in relation to policy and technical matters

•

The community of practice for biodiversity stewardship should be strengthened and
expanded.

•

Biodiversity economy: (Wildlife and Bioprospecting) – stewardship unlocking opportunities

•

Revisit the 2017 BDS Conference Resolution
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