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Summary
• This is managing for rural tourism (including ecotourism) on a district
level, and is not Protected Area centric
• Pulls in the concept of branding

• Branding relates to marketing (and money), and thus ascribes value to
an entity normally not considered
• Pulls in all relevant sectors into a systematic conservation planning
framework
• Aids in land-use scheme development (not as a zone)

• This has already been used in the development of the uKhahlambaDrakensberg World Heritage Site buffer

General Biodiversity Challenges
• Biodiversity is not seen to be a priority in the present political
environment.
• EKZNW acts in an advisory capacity to government departments on
development applications - are not the decision makers.
• Biodiversity is competing with other land uses i.e. agriculture, forestry,
urban and industrial expansion, mining.
• Law enforcement and compliance monitoring is not as effective as it
should be.
• KZN’s current PA network is inadequate.
• Current lack of resources to acquire critical land for biodiversity
conservation.
• Hard to leverage commitment of communities and private
landowners.
• Capacity problems: shortage of staff and other resources.

Complimentary streams of planning
• Agricultural capability map

• Strategic Water Areas
• Biodiversity Economy Node

• Biosphere initiates
• Hierarchy of plans (NDP, PSDF, SDF, Schemes)
• PGDP: Spatial Equity
• Buffer zone
• Ecological Infrastructure / Natural Accounts

• Landscape Character Assessments

Definitions
Landscape
• Landscape is a human concept – it encompasses how we view the
land; how we hear, smell and feel our surroundings; and the
feelings, memories or associations. Landscape reflects the
relationship between people and place. The interaction of natural
components and cultural patterns creates the rich diversity of
landscapes, with their own distinctive features and sense of place.
(CA and SNH, 2002).

Landscape character
• Landscape character is concerned with the sense of place of
different areas and regions – the essential attributes of a place that
give rise to its unique and memorable qualities.

•
• Landscape character is defined as a

8 Landscape Character Regions

40 Landscape Character Types (LCTs)

655 Landscape Character Areas (LCAs)
(Average size: 247ha; size range: 2980ha -1ha)

Anthropogenic variables
•
•
•
•
•

Road Access
Settlement Pattern
Cultural Heritage
Housing Density
View corridors

•
•
•
•
•

Irreplaceability
Geology
Visibility
Land cover
Topography

Natural variables

Determine Wildness

Determine Sensitivity

Determine Value
All of the Value
scores were
summed, the
results classified
into 5 classes
(Natural breaks).

Determine Capacity
The sensitivity
scores were
weighted as 2/3
that of the value
scores. In all
cases, all values
were rounded up
to the higher class
(again favouring
the sensitivity
index).

B. Homestead/farmstead
accommodation – additional
dwelling.

•
•

C. Farmstead/homestead
expansion within existing
envelope.

Additional 2 dwellings within existing farmstead or
umuzi envelope.

STRUCTURES
Temporary
structures
(tents,
toilets)

FOOTPRINT
CHANGE

INFRASTRUCTURE
CHANGE

LAND USE
CHANGE

Hiking trail.
Small rustic camp sites with access on
foot only.
No permanent structures.
Existing farm or umuzi accommodation.
Additional dwelling within existing
farmstead or umuzi envelope. (‘Granny
flat’).

Permanen
t
structures
.

•

TRAFFIC
CHANGE

•
•

MASS or bulk

A. Trail-related impermanent
structures.

HEIGHT
CHANGE

EXAMPLE

FRAGMENTED
OWNERSHIP

RESORT
CATEGORY

D. Supplementary tourism
without new roads
E. Supplementary tourism
with new roads

•
•

Hiking hut on trail.
Single fishing cottage.

•
•
•

Small campsite with ablution block and
lapha.
Single-building B & B up to 5 bedrooms.
10 people.

F. Small tourism.

•
•
•
•
•

Backpackers hostel.
Community tourism centre (e.g. Mweni).
Country house, guest farm.
One cluster of up to 10 units.
40 people.

G. Reserves and game farms •
•

Game farms and eco-tourism, private
game reserve - Up to 10 units or 60 beds.
60 people.

I. Medium tourism

Restaurants, arts and crafts markets, shops and
workshops.
•
11-30 units
•
Hotel over 60 beds.
•
Camping and caravan park.
•
120 people.

J. Large tourism

•
•

H. Retail outlets

•
•

New
roads

DISTURBED FOOTPRINT:

31 – 50 units
Large resort development & large facilities
e.g. golf course.
Time-share.
200 people.

FRAGMENTED OWNERSHIP: URBAN, SUBDIVISION, SECTIONAL TITLE, SHAREBLOCK:
10ha high density 3 story pedestrian – 500 units.
K. Hill towns

L. Suburban.

•
•
•

Gated estates, residential estates.
Themed estates – golf-, equestrian-, ecoestates or retirement.
New towns, theme parks, casinos.

Ref: Escott, B. and Kiepiel, J. 2010. A planning assessment of the landscape character of KwaSani
Municipality, South Africa. SAPI Planning Africa Conference paper, Durban.

Kiepiel, J.Z. and Escott, B.J. 2017. Landscape Character Assessment: KwaSani Subregion.
KwaZulu-Natal Department of Co-operative Governance and Traditional Affairs commissioned study.

Principles to consider when developing
LCA Norms and Standards (1)
• We have to follow the SPLUMA principles,
which need to be operationalised:
– Holistic study of the landscape resource and its features
e.g. biodiversity, water, infrastructure, visual resources
– Determine the Landscape character = sense of place
– Set the aims of the Norms and Standards: How do you
manage the resource as a totality with the aim of
sustainable development
– This is a participative product between all spheres of
government

Principles to consider when developing
LCA Norms and Standards (2)
• We have to follow the SPLUMA principles, which need to be
operationalised:
– This is a participative product between all spheres of government
– This is effected through the land-use scheme, particularly through
free-entry and the granting of consent (NOT through zoning).
– Being a national and provincial interest, there should be monitoring at
this level
– If the municipality defaults either by making the wrong or no decision,
provincial and or national can intervene (e.g. the Buffer zone is of
national interest)
– If a developer challenges this, the entire assessment must be
conducted: Province to appoint the consultant, whilst the applicant
pays (unlike the current EIA process).

Please address any questions / queries /
suggestions to Dr Boyd Escott at:
Boyd.escott@kznwildlife.com
All comments welcomed.

