
Environmental Management in 

the context of Spatial Equity.
July 2018

Dr Boyd Escott*and  Mr Ivan Scholtz#

*Manager Biodiversity Spatial Planning and Information, Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife
# Chief Town and Regional Planner, Spatial Planning Directorate, Department of 
Co-operative Governance and Traditional Affairs, KwaZulu-Natal (KZN-CoGTA)



Current Spatial Planning Trends

Å20 + years in to 

democracy and we 

still have a very 

divided and 

inequitable society.

Å Areas of high social 

need still mirror the 

Apartheid homeland 

areas.

Å Vast budgets have 

been spent to 

address this but the 

status quo persists.



Source:  www.wheel24.com

Long Commutes & Congestion

Areas of informality adjacent to accessible 

and serviced areas

Source: https://publiceyemaritzburg.co.za

Overburdening of accessible facilities and long 

queues 

Source: http://www.iol.co.za

High Unemployment

Source: http://www.youthvillage.co.za

Social Unrest & Protests

Source:  http://www.iol.co.za
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Current Spatial Planning Trends

ÅLimited vertical alignment between the three 

spheres of government in their forward planning 

initiatives.

ÅVarying timeframes and implementation periods 

of plans.

ÅUncoordinated and misaligned spending.

ÅSpatial Equity not directly being addressed 

through strategies, projects or programmes.

ÅNo standardised approach to preparing SDFs.

ÅVery limited alignment of plans to space.



What is Spatial Equity?

ÅSpatial Equity is 

fairness not 

sameness.

Å It is defined in 

the PGDS/ P as 

Goal 7 for the 

province.

Å It links to Spatial 

Justice in 

SPLUMA.



What is Spatial Equity?





Themes for SDFs




